Multi-purpose evaluation of H2-antagonist usage.
At Cabrini Medical Center, drug usage evaluation (DUE) and monthly purchasing data analysis were used to determine the indications for which H2 antagonists were being used, the appropriateness of parenteral therapy, the use of extended dosing intervals, and the cost effectiveness of cimetidine (Tagamet). The study was also used to review a decision of the P & T Committee to maintain cimetidine and remove ranitidine from the hospital formulary.